
Powered by College Board, BigFuture® is the free online planning guide that helps all students take the right first step after 
high school. Informed by student and educator feedback and with detailed information provided by thousands of colleges, 
BigFuture simplifies the college and career planning process. 

© 2023 College Board. College Board, BigFuture, SAT, and the acorn logo are registered trademarks of College Board. All other marks are the property of their respective owners. MAR-4548

PLAN FOR COLLEGE

3 Steps for Students 
to Plan for College 
on BigFuture  

Learn more at bigfuture.org. 

For Caring Adults

1. Take a Quiz. Get 
Personalized Options.
Students answer a series of 

questions about college preferences 
(e.g., GPA range, intended major, 

institution type, and college setting) 
and get a personalized list of 

recommended colleges. 

2. Explore Over 3,600  
College Profiles With  
Credible Information.

Students can search and filter 
profiles with rich content about 

campus life and admissions 
provided by the colleges themselves. 

They can save schools to their 
college list and sort by reach, match, 

or safety based on SAT® score.1

3. Connect with  
Colleges Through Student 

Search Service.
Student Search Service™ is the way 

thousands of colleges and scholarships 
connect with more than five million 

students. On average, students 
contacted by colleges through Student 

Search receive 29% more college 
admission offers than similar students 

who aren’t in Student Search.2

1 �The categorization is based on the average score range (25th to 75th percentile of test scores) of last year’s first-year class. As students build balanced 
lists of colleges, it’s important to consider a range of factors, including location, cost, size, and majors offered. Together, these help students determine 
which colleges are an overall good social, financial, and academic fit.  

2 �All Access. (2021). New Research Links Student Search Service Participation to More College Admission Offers. Retrieved March 13, 2023, from  
https://allaccess.collegeboard.org/new-research-links-student-search-service-participation-more-college-admission-offers

PREPARE STUDENTS TO SUBMIT THEIR COLLEGE APPLICATIONS
	▪ �Check out the Ultimate Guide to Writing Your College Essay with videos 
and articles provided in partnership with Khan Academy®.
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